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Editor's Note... 
True Freedom? 

ISSUE 4 : April 2010  

As we approach the 

season of Good Fri/Easter 

Sun, Christians are often in 

a  s o l e m n  a n d 

contemplative mood to reflect on the 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ 

bring us redemption and salvation. The 

ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǎƘŀŎƪƭŜǎ 

from the grasp of sin, and death. So what 

exactly is this freedom that Christ wants 

us to experience? 

 

In reality, freedom is often a 

misunderstood concept among young 

people, whom associate it with 

something they have to fight for to gain 

total control/independence of their lives 

and to transcend the boundaries of rules 

and laws, which have been placed around 

them for their own good and protection. 

Regulations, restrictions and curfews 

imposed by authorities are viewed 

negatively as oppression to freedom and 

there is a tendency for young people to 

rebel against them. 

 

Youths like to stand out by being 

different as they see it as an expression 

of having achieved freedom! This can be 

reflected in their mannerisms and 

actions; everything they choose to do as 

evident in their fashion sense, dressing, 

decision making,  personality and 

modeling after celebrities is perceived as 

making a statement of how they want 

their friends to view them in addition to 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǳƴŘ άŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅέ 

that adolescence brings about.   

 

The irony is that they are lured into 

conforming to an image the world sells us 

regarding freedom, in hope of attaining 

independence! Unfortunately, the freedom 

that the world suggests is all about 

OURSELVES striving for total control of our 

own lives without God in the picture at all! 

 

Thus the idea of true freedom in the 

scriptures is very much contrary to all of 

the above! True freedom is achieved when 

the negative consequences of sin such as 

death, condemnation, addict ion, 

bitterness, anger, pride etc, which hinders 

ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

purposes and glory, no longer have a 

crippling effect on our lives. The good 

news is that this freedom is available to all 

ƻŦ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ 

as evident in John 8:36 τάHe whom the 

Son sets free is free indeed!έ  

 

So make the choice today to pursue after 

true freedom!! And let your life be 

liberated and commissioned by God to 

serve Him wholeheartedly so that each and 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άTHE 

Generation of passionate and 

transformed youths that will make a 

difference in our communitiesΗέ 

 

Benjamin Tang 

Vision 

ñA generation of 

t r a n s f o r m ed  a n d 

passionate youths making 

a difference in their 

communities!ò 

 

Mission 

SHINE exists to share 

Godôs love to all youths 

a g e d  1 3-2 5 ,  b y 

encouraging each other 

and nurturing them to 

grow in their faith, that 

they be inspired to serve 

others and honor God. 

Contact Us! 
The  ShineScoops 
editorial team would like 
to hear from you! Send 
your feedback or 
comments to us at: 

shinescoops@gmail.com 

Any const ruc t ive 
suggestion would also be 
welcomed! Hope to hear 
from you soon!  

Theme for this issue:  
Set Free! 

mailto:shinescoops@gmail.com
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U 
nfortunately, our beloved 
youth pastor has been down 
for the count. Working so 

hard, he really has pushed himself and 
deserves a little time off...  
 
Just joking! It is the month of April you 
know, and a joke or two didn't hurt 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜΧ ƳǳŎƘΦ  BUT! That does not 
ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƘƛŀǘǳǎΧ 
 
 

So anyway, the truth is, Calvin came 
down with Hand Foot Mouth Disease 
recently, and has been unable to pen 
out anything for this issue.  
 
The good news however, is that he has 
lost 5kg! We could accredit this to his 
weight loss program, but the results 
from the previous month do not really 
hold as evidence, as he actually gained 
weight instead of losing any whilst at 
the gym.  

We can however, accredit this rare 
phenomenon to his current inability to 
eat as much as he usually does because 
of a mouth ulcer. Apparently, this 
liability has been turned into an asset. 
 
¸ƻǳǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
next issue though! Till then! 
 

Shinescoops Team 

On HIATUS??!  

Youth Pastorõs Pen... 

L ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ 
youth camp was held 

from 5th December to 8th 
December. It was fun and 
interesting, and a 
completely new and life-
changing experience for 
me. The theme of this 
ŎŀƳǇ ǿŀǎ άǎŜǘ ŀǇŀǊǘέ ŀƴŘ L 
believe that this church 
camp has convicted me to 
be set apart for God. 

The camp was jam-packed 
with games, activities and 
sermons, which I enjoyed 
immensely.  The camp 
speaker, Mike Pilavachi, was 
funny and engaging, and told 
stories and jokes to get his 
point across to us. Everyone 
enjoyed listening to his 
sermons. After every 
sermon, Mike Pilavachi 
would  s i lence  the 
congregation and invite the 
Holy Spirit to descend upon 
the congregation. He would 
also invite people to stand 
up to receive prayer. Several 
people stood up to receive 
prayer. Some wept; some 

shook and some even fell 
down. . Every time he did 
this, I would feel like 
standing up, but I did not 
feel like attracting attention 
to myself as I was too self 
conscious. 

On the last night of the 
camp, before Mike Pilavachi 
started to give his sermon, 
he remained 
silent. He 
a n n o u n c e d 
that he would 
start with 
ministry time. 
After some 
time of reflection on the 
camp and my life, I realized 
that I was too worried about 
myself and what others 
thought of me, and I was not 
giving God the priority seat 
in my life. 

 I also realized that if I was 
not willing to put God before 
myself, I would not be able 
to set myself apart for Him. 
Upon coming to this 
conclusion, I resolved to 
stand up.  With this, I prayed 

for courage and stood up. As 
I was standing, I prayed that 
God would use me to further 
His kingdom, for gifts of 
prophecy and ministry, 
steadfastness in my walk 
with God and that He would 
take control of my life, that I 
would be His vessel to touch 
and edify the lives of those 
around me with Christ in me.  

As Pastor Calvin and 
another brother prayed 
for me, I felt my limbs 
go numb and my hands 
start to shake. My 
breathing became 

irregular and I felt different. I 
do not know how to describe 
it properly, but I was not the 
same.  After remaining like 
this for some time, I felt 
peaceful all of a sudden. It 
was a brand new experience 
for me. I was amazed and 
touched. I felt dazed and 
light-headed after the 
ministry, yet calm and 
confident. After the sermon, 
my group got together to 
discuss about the camp. 

T h r o u g h 
the discussion, I 
learnt that God has a plan 
for each and every one of us.  

Through this camp, I have 
learnt new things, forged 
new friendships and 
strengthened existing 
friendships. But most 
importantly, I encountered 
God. This camp has been a 
truly amazing experience for 
me.  I would not hesitate to 
go for another camp like 
this. This camp has changed 
my perspective and allowed 

me to draw close to God. I 
enjoyed this camp and shall 
always have fond memories 
of it. 

 

Joel Lee 

Set Apart  
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Fantastic BLUE Four CNY Visitation  

O n 20 February 2010, SHINE-Youths got together for our annual CNY visitation. In total we made three stops beginning 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜƪΩǎ ŀōƻŘŜ ƛƴ tŀǎƛǊ wƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǇ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻƻƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /ƘŀƴƎƛΦ 

Our youths had a fun-filled day visiting and had ample opportunities to bond through our all-time favourite game ς Polish 
UNO. The day climaxed when all of us enjoyed a good old fashion hawker spread in the quaint suburbs within Changi Village. 

 Here are some snapshots to capture the interesting highlights of the day: 


