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Vision 

ñA generation of 

transformed and 

passionate youths 

making a difference in 

their communities!ò 

 

Mission 

SHINE exists to share 

Godôs love to all youths 

aged 13-25, by 

encouraging each other 

and nurturing them to 

grow in their faith, that 

they be inspired to 

serve others and 

honour God. 

Contact Us! 
The ShineScoops 

editorial team would like 
to hear from you! Send 

your feedback or 
comments to us at 

shinescoops@gmail.com. 
 

 Any constructive 
suggestion would also be 
welcomed! Hope to hear 

from ya soon! 
   
   
   
  
 
 
 

      
 
 

Christmas Issue!  
"The greatest gift" 

Editor's Note... 
Reason for the Season   

Iƻƭŀ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ о ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƛƳŜΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΗ ¢ƘŜ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ 
atmosphere, the festive and holiday cheer, the dazzling light ups and eye-catching 
decorations all along Orchard Road! Everything about Christmas just evokes a sense 
of generosity, high spiritedness and sheer delight in our hearts! Moreover, buying 
presents for our loved ones and organizing gift-exchanges among our dear friends, 
has become a yearly tradition closely connected with Christmas!  
 
So why is there so much fanfare, parties and excitement over this occasion? Do you 
know Who and What exactly are we celebrating? How did the culture of gift giving 
become associated with Christmas in the first place? The answer is simply Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΗ ¸ŜǎΗ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΤ IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ /IwL{¢ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ /IwL{¢ƳŀǎΗ  
 
2000 years ago, the greatest gift was given to mankind! Jesus, who was 100% God, 
came to this earth as a 100% man. He brought along the message of love, 
forgiveness, hope, salvation, reconciliation and redemption of sins to all 
ƳŀƴΧΧΦǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΗ 
The greatest gift exchange then took place through an act of sacrifice when Christ 
ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
spared the consequences of those sins, which was death! 
 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎΗ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
celebration mentioned above? Yes most definitely indeed! There can be no greater 
joy and celebration for someone that has received and experienced the Greatest 
Gift of Christ in their lives! =) 
 

bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΧΧΧΦŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜep this gift in your 
wardrobe or under your bed! But go out there and joyously share it to your friends 
and loved ones! That they may also know the true reason for the season and have 
the opportunity to receive Christ the saviour as their Greatest Gift!  
 
Blessed Christmas one and all! 
 
 άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Iƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέ WƻƘƴ оΥмс 
 

Benjamin Tang 
 

mailto:shinescoops@gmail.com


 
Youth Sunday was held in July and it was 

indeed an extremely special Sunday 

for our Youths! Every Youth was involved 
ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
short write-up from Dorcas with regards 
to her experience during that Sunday. 
Check it out! 
 
When Michell first approached me to be part 
of the youth Sunday dance, I was surprised. It 
seemed like a fantastic opportunity, both for 
the fun and experience of performing. Michell 
gave us a choice whether to perform, or just 
learn for the fun of it. Hearing the others' 
responses, I was caught in between. I didn't 
like performing in front of crowds, yet felt the 
need for exposure. Thus, I just went ahead by 
faith to perform.  
 
The numbers of practices were few, but the 
hours put in were pretty long. Michell put in a 
lot of effort in coordinating this dance, whilst 
incorporating fun at the same time.  
 
Having participated in this, I got to know some 
people whom I knew on the surface better, 
maybe even gaining confidence to perform in 
front of others. I'm pretty sure everyone had a 
lot of fun through this, laughing at our antics, 
pulling through, and making it a great success 
for the glory of God. 
 

Dorcas Tan 
 
 

Youth Pastors Pen 
 

CHRISTmas  
 

When I look back at where Christmas all started, I see something 
simple, something humbling; I see peace and joy and most of all, 
ƭƻǾŜΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ Ŧor us that the Christmas story even 
exists. I see a place that looks like a barnyard and some shepherds 
as they watch God's greatest miracle happen while the world sleeps 
the night away.  

But as I look around now, Christmas has become the busiest time of 
the year. Our every thought is consumed by each house having the 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ƴŜǿ ǘƻȅǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳŜaning of 
Christmas? How different do these two scenarios seem to you? 
Iƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ΨƻŦŦ-ǘǊŀŎƪΩΚ 

Strangely, Christ came to redeem that which was lost. His focus was 
never on Himself. His desires were always to obey the Father and 
save all of humanity. The church that started in the book of Acts 
focused on telling others about Jesus and serving their neighbours 
and their communities. People living authentically and openly, 
flourished. Living and sharing life together in good and in bad times. 
People chose to sacrifice for the good of others, freely giving up 
things that they once held so tightly on to. People today often seem 
too inwardly focused. We argue over absolutely meaningless topics 
while people are hurting and families are falling apart. So how did 
we get so far from what God intended? 

I think we need to be looking at the world through the eyes of God. 
²ŀƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǊŜǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ L Ybh² ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 
the world. We can look around and justify everything that we do 
with wƻǊŘǎΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 
Christ did not die for some, but for everybody. Christ allows us to be 
a light in a very dark world. Sadly, most choose to keep a lid on it 
when it comes to even mentioning the name of JESUS!!! 

HIS mission is not complete if we are not involved in some way - 
somehow. There are tons of opportunities everywhere. Find a 
family, a single mom, an adolescent boy/girl that may not 
understand what unconditional love looks like, or who is hurting 
because he has no one to call father. We can show them some 
Christmas love - God's love. Do what Christ did and show some 
ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ DƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
someone in need. God gave us the greatest gift. Won't you share it 
with someone this Christmas? 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ƛƴ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩΦ ! ǾŜǊȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ /IwL{¢Ƴŀǎ ǘƻ 
one and all. 

Shalom,  

Calvin Wee 

ά.Ŝ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ 

 
 

WINNER OF OUR BEST ENTRY CONTEST! 
SUBMITTED BY RUTH TAN 

ά¢I9 Dw9!¢9{¢ DLC¢ L{ {t9b5LbD v¦![L¢¸ 
¢La9 ²L¢I C!aL[¸έ 

Ruth wins for herself a pair of tickets to any 
movie of her choice! 

Congratulations! 



       

Taking the plunge (in Christ!) 
 
If you can remember, recently there was a baptism service in MPCC, and a few of our SHINE youth members got 

baptised, praise God! They have received much welcome into the family, but now we would like to know their 
thoughts on the whole baptism thing. So, the SHINESCOOPS editorial team has decided to do an interview with two 

of our SHINE youth, namely Cherlie and Naomi! By the way, Cherlie seems really serious when you first talk to her, 
ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊΦ !ǎƪ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
bŀƻƳƛ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǉǳŜŜƴ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎΤ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƭƛǾing proof of talent in 
MPCC. Anyway, on to the interview! 
 
So girls! First off, why did you want to get baptised? 
NΥ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎϦ όǎǳƴƎ ōȅ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜύΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 
heart, and it was only a matter of time before I decided to get baptized. 
C: I was prompted to be baptised when I read in the Bible, the significance of baptism and why it is important to be 
baptised once I have decided to follow Christ. Also, I was more prepared as I had cleared my all my doubts and queries 
about baptism with my cell leader. 
 
How did you find the baptism, generally? 
N: It was refreshing!!!! Apart from the water (hehehe), this experience was a really good one. Honestly, I was proud of 
myself, for making this decision. I was EXTREMELY HAPPY to actually witness a new believer getting baptised. Really was 
very happy.  
C: The entire process was very meaningful especially when we said our vows with conviction. It feels very different 
when you are the one being baptised as compared to the one witnessing the baptism. 
 
Tell us more about your experience during the classes and all that. 
N: Well, *GRIN GRIN *!! *Laughing* Sorry, but it brought back some good memories.  Well, one time it was me and 
Cherlie in a lesson, and another time was all by myself. There was a lot of information, and I got a little bored. (Sorry!) 
Some info went in, while some went out. But I understood whatever Pastor David told me! I was very embarrassed 
when he had to repeat himself all over again. 
C: The class was fun and interactive. Not only did we learn more about Jesus and baptism, we also learnt through the 
shared experiences and queries of the other candidates who were going to be baptised. 
 
How did it feel when you were brought down into the water and up again? 
N: It was a mixed feeling. Although I felt a little nervous and scared, I also felt very comforted and GOOD at the same 
time. 
C: I felt refreshed once I was brought up. It was like a brand new feeling. Then, when Pastor David prayed for me, I was 
touched and amazed by how relevant the prayer was. 
 
hƪŀȅΧ ǎƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΚ 
N: I will always think of God before anything, and try to spend as much time with Him as possible. 
C: I long to know more about the Word and I start to speak to God throughout the day. I also became more mindful of 
my behaviour so as to avoid doing anything against the Word of God. 
 
As you can see, both of them are pretty satisfied and happy to be baptised! So, if ¸h¦ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘΣ Ƙƻǿ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǘŀŦŦΚ Τύ LϥƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΗ 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ David Sun signing off! Have fun yo! 
 
 
 

 



 

MOVIEEEEEE REVIEW!!  
Wondering what movie to catch for this Christmas? 

Try watching Ψ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭΩ AND Ψ{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪ IƻƭƳŜǎΩ! 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻǇǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜsΧ 
 

 
 

 
ά9ōŜƴŜȊŜǊ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜ όWƛƳ /ŀǊǊŜȅύ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
usual miserly contempt, barking at his faithful clerk (Gary Oldman) and 
his cheery nephew (Colin Firth). But when the ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present and Yet to Come take him on an eye-opening journey 
revealing truths that Old Scrooge is reluctant to face, he must open his 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘϥǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜΦέ 
 

 
 

In a dynamic new portrayal of Arthur Conan Doyles most famous 
characters, Sherlock Holmes sends Holmes and his stalwart partner 
Watson on their latest challenge. Revealing fighting skills as lethal as 
his legendary intellect, Holmes will battle as never before to bring 
down a new nemesis and unravel a deadly plot that could destroy the 
country. 

Three  Cool   

BUDGET GIFTS  
for  

Christmas! 
Check this out!  
 

 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
άCǊƻȊŜƴ aŜŀǘέ bƻǘŜǇŀŘΗ /ƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ о 
ΨŦƭŀǾƻǳǊǎΩ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŜŀƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ϷрΦрлΗ 
Perfect for your carnivorous friends! 
!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǇƛǘƻƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ 
ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜέΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ unit 03-301, Marina 
Square Shopping Mall Level 3. 
 

 
 

Looking for something meaningful yet 
affordable? SHINESCOOPS scooped this: a 
cross with a verse that can be displayed 
anywhere (i.e. home, office) @ $ 7.40 
ONLY!!! Head down to Trumpet Praise at 
Parkway tŀǊŀŘŜ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
looking for! 

 

 
 

Looking for a new mouse? How about this: 
An Optical Mouse @ $9.90! Wondering 
where to get such a good deal? Head 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ !b¸ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ 
member, you pay $8.90 ONLY!  

 

The à la mode publication ShineScoops is proudly brought to you 

by:  
 
The ShineScoops Editorial Team! 
(Clockwise from top left) 
Eric Lim 
Benjamin Tang 
David Sun 
Calvin Wee 
Madeline Choong 
Josslynn Nah 
Dorcas Tan 


