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Reason for the Season
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n A gene atmosphere, the festive and holiday cheer, thazdling light ups and eyeatching
transformed an decorations all along Orchard Road! Everything about Christmas just evokes a

paSS|onate yout of generosity, high spiritedness and she_er de_Ilght in our hearts! Moreove_zr, bt
. . presents for our loved ones and organizing-gkthangs among our dear friends
maﬁmg _a differen has become a yearly tradition closely connected with Christmas!

t el r C (
So why is there so much fanfare, parties and excitement over this occasion? C
Mission know Who and What exactly are we celebrating? How did the culture of gift g

— become associated with Christmas in the first place? The answer is simply
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aged-ZBby 2000 years ago, the greatest gift was given to mankind! Jesus, who was 1009

. came to thisearth as a 100% man. He brought along the message of |
encouragm_g eact forgiveness, hope, salvation, reconciliation and redemption of sins to
and nurturing the YEYXXOGKIG 6K2a280SN) 68t A808a Ay 1)
grow in their faith, The greatest gift exchange then took maihrough an act of sacrifice when Chri
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they be |nsp|red spared the consequences of those sins, which was death!

serve others an
honour God. . NRPGKSNBR FYyR {AaGSNEH LayQid GKAa |

celebration mentioned above? Yes most definitely indeed! There can be no gr

joy and celebration for someone that has received and experienced the Gre

Gift of Christ in their lives! =)

Cont a

TheShineScoops b2¢ GKIG @2dz (y26 GKS G NHzi fep thight daiyour

editorial team would like wardrobe or under your bed! But go out there and joyously share it to your frie

h m and loved ones! That they may also know the true reason for the season and
the opportunity to receive Christ the saviour as their Greatest Gift!

Blessed Christmas one and all!
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CHRISTmas

When | look back at where Christmas all started, | see somet
simple, something humbling; | see peace and joy and most o
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exists. | see a place that looks likbaanyard and some shepherd
as they watch God's greatest miracle happen while the world sle
the night away.

But as | look around now, Christmas has become the busiest tin
the year. Our every thought is consumed by each house having
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Christmas? How different do these two scenarios seem to y
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Strangely, Christ came to redeem that which was lost. His focus
never on Himself. His desires were always to obey the Father
save allof humanity. The church that started in the book of Ac
focused on telling others about Jesus and serving theighbours
and their communities. People living authentically and opel
flourished. Living and sharing life together in good and in bad tin
People chose to sacrifice for the good of others, freely giving
things that they once held so tightly on to. People today often se
too inwardly focused. We argue over absolutely meaningless to
while people are hurting and families are fallingaetp So how did
we get so far from what God intended?

| think we need to be looking at the world through the eyes of G
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the world. We can look around and justify everything that we
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Christ did not die for some, but for everybody. Christ allows us tc
a light in a very dark world. Sadly, most choose to keep a lid ¢
when it comes to even mentioning the name of JESUS!!!

HIS nmssion is not complete if we are not involved in some wa
somehow There are tons of opportunities everywhere. Find
family, a single mom, an adolescent boy/girl that may 1
understand what unconditional love looks like, or who is hurt
because he & no one to call father. We can show them sor
Christmas love God's love. Do what Christ did and show soi
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someone in needGod gave us the greatest gift. Won't you share
with someone this kristmas?
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one and all.

Shalom,

Calvin Wee




If you can remember, recently there was a baptism service in MPCC, and a few oBbilNEyouth members got
baptised, praise Godl They hae received much welcome into the family, but now we would like to know the
thoughts on the whole baptism thing. So, the SHINESCOOPS editorial team has decided to do an interview wi
of our SHINEyouth, namely Cherlie and Naomi! By the way, Chedigems really serious when you first talk to hel
odzi aKSQa NBFffte RAFTFSNBYyd 2y0S e2dz 3S4G G2 (1y26 K
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MPCC. Anyway, on to the interview!

So girls! First offwhy did you want to get baptised?
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heart, and it was onhga matter of time before | decided to get baptized.

C | was prompted to be baptised when | read in the Bible, the significance of baptism and why it is importan
baptised once | have decided to follow Christ. Also, | was more prepared as | had ogaa my doubts and querie
about baptism with my cell leader.

How did you find the baptism, generally?

N: It was refreshing!!!l Apart from the water (hehehe), thigpekence was a really good ondonestly,| was proud of
myself, for making this desion. | was EXTREMELY HAPRBR¥tually witness a new believer getting baptised. Really \
very happy.

C The entire process was very meaningful especially when we said our vows withticonut feels very different
when you are the one being baptised compared to the one witnessing the baptism.

Tell us more about your experience during the classes and all that.

N: Well, *GRIN GRIN *!I *Laughing@orry, but it bought back some good memories. Well, one time it was me
Cherlie in a lesson, and atiher time was all by myseliThere was a lot of information, aridyot a little bored. (Sorry!)
Some info went in, while some went out. But | understogldatever Pastor David told me!was very embarrasset
when he had to repeat himself all over again.

C The class was fun and interactive. Not only did we learn more about Jesus and baptism, we also learnt thrc
shared experiences and queries of the other candidates who were going to be baptised.

How did it feel when you were brought down into the war and up again?

N: It was a mixed feeling. Although | felt a little nervous and scared, | also felt very comforted and GOOD at tt
time.

C | felt refreshed once | was brought up. It was like a brand new feeling. Then, when Pastor David prayed feas
touched and amazed by how relevant the prayer was.
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N: I will always think of God before anything, and try to spend as much time with Him as possible.

C | long b know more about the Word and | start to speak to God throughout the day. | also became more min
my behaviour so as to avoid doing anything against the Word of God.

As you can see, both of them are pretty satisfied and happy to be baptised! St, if I NBy Qi I £ NE
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